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1. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



2. Claims 1-11 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• The meaning of "for covering . . . from outer sides" in the last section of 
claim 1 is unclear. What is meant by "outer sides"? 

• On line 3 of claim 3, it appears that the second occurrence of "and" 
should be deleted. 

• Claim 7 is indefinite since it attempts to make a comparison with an 
inclination of a feature, the inclination of a portion of the side plates, that is 
not defined. 

• On line 3 of claim 8, it appears that the first instance of "position" should 
be changed to -positioned-. 

• On the last line of claim 11, it appears that -of- should be added after 
"movement." 

Appropriate corrections are required. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 



4. Claims 1, 8, 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Jinno. This connector comprises a housing A for a terminal 



Application Number: 10/810,776 
Art Unit: 2833 



Page 3 



fitting k, and a retainer B with a locking section 10 and side plates 14. The 
housing further comprises protecting portions 6, 8. In regard to claim 8, the 
location shown in Fig. 2 us a "position different from the proper mount 
position" that allows confirmation of the terminal fitting state. Further, locking 
means 5, 12a are provided for holding the retainer at a different position as 
required by claim 10. In regard to claim 11, the edges of the side plates and 
the upper and lower internal walls of frame 8 are seen to form guiding means. 

5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jinno. The use of thinned sections in molded plastics for the purpose of easing 
the flexing thereof is well known. To do so on the side plates of Jinno is seen to 
have been an obvious alternative, taking advantage of this well known 
structure. 

6. Claims 1-4, 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nebeshima, et al. This connector comprises a housing 1 for a 
terminal fitting 11, and a retainer 5 with a locking section and side plates. The 
housing further comprises protecting portions (formed by the recessed step 
adjacent wall 7. Holding means (21, 27, 24) are provided on the side plates 
and the outer surface of the housing for holding the retainer at the proper 
mount position. Further, the side plates are resiliently deformable to move 
from the position shown in Fig. 4 A to that shown in Fig. 4B. In regard to claim 
11, the edges of the side plates and the internal walls adjacent walls 7 are 
seen to form guiding means. 

7. Claims 5-7 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the objections set 
forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 
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8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. Fujita and Sakurai, et al. show connectors with 
retainers that are similar to the present invention. 



9. Any response to this action may be mailed to: 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 



10. Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be 
directed to Mrs. Renee Luebke whose telephone number is (571) 272-2009. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mrs. Paula Bradley, can be reached at (571) 272-2800, 
extension 33. 




Renee S. Luebke 
Primary Patent Examiner 
March 9, 2005 



